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Landi ’39: Part III 
(continued from page 9)  of public and private edu-

cational facilities from kindergarten to university. 

The final area of buildings and activities of 

the Enge venue of the Landi was centered around 

the grounds of the Belvoir Park.  The largest attrac-

tion in this area was the Kinderparadies (Children’s 

Paradise), a play area sponsored by Nestlé (Figure 

47).  It included the usual monkey bars and swings, 

but probably the most popular activity was a ride in 

little cars, somewhat like our soapbox racers, on a 

special track. 

For the older children there was a Haus der Jugend (Youth House) which housed exhibits from var-

ious youth organizations.  One notable piece of art was a large painting by Willy Fries called “Christopho-

rus”. 

The centerpiece of the park was the Landi theater which included both an open-air section and an 

enclosed theater on opposite sides of the same stage.  The enclosed theater could seat 400 patrons. 

One of the smaller exhibits was an alpine hiker’s shelter that was later relocated at an altitude of 

7350 feet to become the Leutschachhütte on the slopes of the Spanort above Amsteg in Canton Uri. 

For model train enthusiasts there was a model train layout depicting the Lötschberg portion of the 

B.L.S. (Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon) Railway with its many tunnels and bridges on its path over and through 

the Bernese Alps. 

Adjacent to the entrance to the Enge venue were groups of buildings including the Denken und 

Dichten (Thought and Writing) group which had displays of photography, cinema, surveying, graphic arts, 

the paper industry, music, books, and publishing.  Tucked in a corner of the exposition grounds behind the 

Thought and Composition group was the Künstlerdörfli (Artists’ Village) and a exhibit of religious art and 

the Bible. 

What has been described thus far has assumed the visitor walked through the exhibits.  There was, 

however, another way to tour the Enge venue on an overview basis and that was on the Schifflibach 

(Stream for Little Boats).  The little boats made a 15-minute circuit of the venue in a clockwise direction 

beginning a short distance inside the exposition grounds.  The boats were propelled along the path by wa-

ter flowing from a huge 35 horsepower pump located between the end and start of the ride.  The little boats 

 

            
         Fig. 48: Beginning the ride                   Passing through the Electricity exhibit                       Along the way 
             (L.A. 64, Photoglob).                                  (L.A. 323, J. Gaberell).                                (L.A. 62, Photoglob). 
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held six passengers.  The first part of the ride ran paral-

lel to the Höhenstrasse as far as the Festplatz.  At that 

point the ride turned and ran through the buildings on 

the west side of the grounds, then through the gardens 

of the model homes in the Living and the Prevention 

and Health complexes, through the Belvoir Park, and 

ending at the Thought and Writing group.  A total of 

1,770,000 people rode the Schifflibach during the Landi.  

Figure 48 gives a few views of the Schifflibach on its 

circuit around the Enge venue.  Of course, like any at-

traction, photographers were there to take your picture.  

Figure 49 shows one such souvenir. 

Having completed the tour of the left bank of the 

Landi, the visitor now had four choices to get across the lake to the Riesbach or right bank venue.  These 

transfer choices and a tour of the right side will be the topics of Part IV, the conclusion of this series. 

(To be concluded in the September TELL) 
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Fig. 49. Souvenir photograph (Schmelhaus). 


